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Quirindi Rural Heritage Village
celebrates 25 years

The tractor trek travelled through the district on Friday afternoon to herald the start of the 2021 Quirindi Rural Heritage Village vintage machinery rally and swap meet.

BY: BERYL MANNION
‘Who’d A thought’
that the vision of a group
of people 25 years ago
would result in the
magnificent collection of
local historical artefacts
and buildings in which to
house them at the
Heritage Village today.
The occasion was
marked by the cutting of a
celebratory
cake
by
inaugural members Bob
McInnes and Cedric
Grayson at the dinner on
Saturday night.
Bob
has
been
Chairman of the village for
close on 20 years and
Cedric has been Secretary
since its inception 25 years
ago.
The 22nd vintage
machinery and miniature
railway rally and swap

meet was held at the
weekend, (the club had to
miss last year because of
COVID) and it was
attended by enthusiasts
from as far afield as
Queensland
and
the
Victorian border.
On Friday, thirteen
tractor drivers (and four
support vehicles) travelled
out to near Wallabadah,
then to Chilcotts Creek,
Kankool, Willow Tree and
Warrah Ridge. This same
route was undertaken
during the drought and
participants were delighted to see the countryside
and cropping fields in
much better condition due
to recent rains.
On Saturday morning
there were more than 130
swap sites for people eager
to secure a bargain, some
arriving before sun-up.

The largest display of
vintage
engines
ever
assembled at the rally had
proud owners from areas
between Moruya and
Toowoomba showing off
their pride and joy.
The street parade of
tractors, vintage and
veteran cars and trucks
this year diverted through
Tebbutt Street in Quirindi,
much to the delight of the
residents of the Retirement Home and then out
to the village where a large
crowd was happy to see
them arrive.
A special feature this
year was the Ferguson
tractors as it had been
some 75 years since they
came into production and
there were about 20
Fergies on the ground.
There was also a large
number of old trucks in

the arena for people to
view.
The miniature trains
were kept busy with
young and old patrons
enjoying the scenic track
around the now full dam,
a big contrast to two years
ago when it was almost
empty.
The model trains had
young people driving
trains on a little track and
much admiration was
shown towards the new
model train track in the
recently erected and fitted
out building. It was also
great to see the model
trams running in the
Museum.
The blacksmiths kept
their forges glowing,
making many unique
items and showing to
patrons how things used
to be done.

The Coffee Shop was
kept busy, as was the
Lions barbecue so no one
could complain about
being hungry.
An
unpredicted
shower of rain late in the
afternoon had people
scurrying to cover their
exhibits, however it didn’t
last long.
Saturday
night’s
dinner was held in the
new shelter shed where
guests enjoyed a delicious
baked dinner with apple
pie for dessert and the
celebratory cake. Two
huge fire pits were
burning for those who felt
a little chilly.
Rally Secretary Beryl
Mannion said it was a
huge effort to run this
year’s rally, due to the
restrictions and check-ins
required to comply with

COVID rules.
Thanks were conveyed
to
everyone
who
contributed to the success
of the rally, especially
those who had been
‘roped in’ to assist.
Trophies
were
presented for the various
category winners and they
were:Most
outstanding
exhibit – 1934 Ford truck,
immaculately restored by
Robert Bucholtz and he
had driven it to the rally
from Bensville in the
lower
Hunter.
Best
Ferguson tractor – Eddie
Greening; Best restored
tractor – Eddie Greening
(International).
Best
unrestored
tractor – David Maybury
(Hunter Valley Club); best
club display (Hunter
Valley); best restored
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engine – Sandwick owned
by Warren Kemp; best
unrestored
engine
Martin Vaughan, The
George
Mannion
memorial trophy as an
encouragement award –
Matthew Wilcox.
A new trophy was
presented this year by the
Mannion
family
in
memory of Randall who
over the years did a
tremendous amount of
work for the club and it
was
a
junior
encouragement award and
it went to Darcy Devine.
Beautiful
‘Indian
summer’
weather
prevailed for Sunday’s
show and a good number
of spectators were present
to view all the exhibits,
ride the trains and just
enjoy being out for the
day.

